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A spinal cord injury can be life-altering, restricting, and 
isolating. For people adjusting to a new life post-injury, the 
journey to a new normal can be exhausting and confusing. 
The KBF uses sports and recreation as a catalyst to build 
confidence, connect with peers, and discover new passions 
that bring joy and fulfillment to life. 
 
Each of the KBF’s signature programs seeks to offer 
assistance at one of the critical junctions in that journey 
from injury to independence. 

From the instant engagement through connections 
with peers and access to resources through the KBF’s 
digital platform, the Active Project, to the in-depth 
opportunities provided by Scholarships, Camps, and 
clinics, the KBF is shortening the time from injury to first 
opportunities in adaptive recreation. And once someone 
has found the sport they love, and the equipment 
necessary, the Active Fund provides life-changing 
equipment grants to help them find independence in 
recreation.

INJURY TO INDEPENDENCE

INJURY INDEPENDENCEEmpowering Sports Experiences

Letter from Kelly
Another year, another set of incredible milestones for the KBF! It has been 18 
years since we founded the KBF and 10 years since we decided to strategically 
grow, and I couldn’t be prouder of all we have accomplished. Every year, but 
particularly this year, we are reaching more and more people in different ways 
and bringing them into the KBF community. But I also know we have so much 
more to do. I want to reach everyone with a new spinal cord injury and help 
them on their journey to a fun and fulfilling life.  After working for a decade as 
a pediatric nurse practitioner, I made the change this year to focus my time and 
energy on the KBF. I’m energized by the impact we are making and I’m excited to 
dedicate even more time to support our growth and our talented team.  

One of the things that makes me most excited is how many people we are 
reaching with our mission. Not only have we been attending events and hosting 
camps and meetups around the country, but we’ve also been featured in SKI, 
GearJunkie, Bicycling Magazine, SELF, and more! On top of that, I’ve had the time 
to do more speaking engagements to companies, schools and organizations to 
further share the mission of the KBF all across the country.

Through all of this,  I have loved being able to spend more time engaging with 
our fantastic community. It was a special year for so many reasons, but it was 
extra special thanks to all the time I was able to spend engaging with all of you. 
And it makes me so excited to dedicate my time to those opportunities, both for 
myself and the whole KBF team.

Thank you for being what makes us so special.

Kelly Brush 
Founder

Life is  
Better 
Active

OUR MISSION 
The Kelly Brush Foundation 
works to inspire and empower 
people with spinal cord injuries 
to lead active and engaged lives.

Scholarships 

Grants for Adaptive Sports Equipment
The Active Fund

Discover • Learn • Connect

ACTIVE 
PROJECT

Building Community
Camps



Edie Perkins
Executive Director

Letter from Edie
I could not be more proud of what our team accomplished in 2023. We broke 
records on every front -- we raised over $4 million, we grew our Endowment by 
over $1 million, and we raised $1.2 million at the Kelly Brush Ride. All of these 
accomplishments enable us to reach more people, and to reach them sooner 
after their injuries. We are well on our way to making every jounrey from injury 
to independence easier than the last.

With those funds, we made significant strides in bringing the Active Project 
to a national audience, through increased conference attendance, community 
events, and partnerships with world-class organizations. Furthermore, we 
reached two major milestones: granting over $5 million all-time through the 
Active Fund and providing over $1 million all-time in ski racing safety support. 
And most importantly, we have worked as a team through all these endeavors, 
prioritizing efficiency, scalability, and impact.

Our progress would not have been possible without the efforts of our donors 
and supporters. Your contributions enable us to expand our reach and impact 
every day. And due to the incredible generosity of a small group of donors, we 
have also grown our nascent endowment to over $1.4 million. With this base, 
we aim to grow our endowment to $5 million over the next five years, ensuring 
the sustainability of our mission and our ability to support the SCI community, 
even in challenging economic times. The future is bright for the KBF, and I 
cannot wait to work with all of you to make it happen.

Thank you, from all of us at the KBF, for supporting our work and empowering 
active lives for all.

2023 HighlightsTHE KBF ENDOWMENT: SECURING A LEGACY
In 2021, the KBF began to consider the prospect of an endowment to 
empower our work for generations to come. Thanks to several landmark gifts, 
including a phenomenal gift at the end of 2023, we are proud to share that the 
KBF endowment has over $1.4 million in dedicated assets.

We are embarking on a legacy & endowment campaign over the next five years to reach $5 
million in endowment funds before we begin using those funds towards our programming. This 
will ensure hundreds of thousands of dollars per year added to our mission, in perpetuity. 
Please consider the KBF in your legacy planning to help us meet this goal. Your contribution 
could help support an additional 100 equipment grants per year through this fund. 
Contact Todd Munn, our Chief Development Officer, to learn more about how you can support 
our endowment through monetary gifts, estate planning, appreciated stocks, donor-advised 
funds, and other forms of support.

265 people with SCI received a 
total of $939,890 in equipment 

grants in 2023

1,900 registered users of the 
Active Project

Over 10,000 individuals 
with disabilities engaged 

through events, outreach, and 
programming in 2023

54 individuals awarded 
equipment scholarships

41 participants empowered at 4 
incredible camps 

$100,000 granted to help 26 ski 
racing clubs keep over 10,000 
racers safer on course through 
the purchase of critical safety 

equipment.

DOUBLING DOWN ON OUR GROWTH
Total Revenue: $4.1 million in 2023
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“That first time being on the bike 
on the trail... It felt like all the 

hard work, all the barriers,  
was worth it. For those moments 

of fluidity and ease and 
independence on the trail.” 

 
Rachel Zoeller

Denver, CO

FREEDOM, CONFIDENCE & COMMUNITY

“This equipment will allow me freedom. 
Freedom from my chair, freedom to explore 

new areas, freedom to get exercise and 
endorphins, freedom to hang with my friends 
and keep up with them on cycling adventures.” 

 
Danielle Watson

Active Fund

“Coming to this allowed me to do things that 
probably would have taken me years to get 

[...] Now I can go out in the woods, and there’s 
more confidence [...] It’s brought me leaps and 

bounds ahead of where I could have been.” 

Caroline Adams
Vermont aMTB Camp

“Sometimes in the disabled community it is 
easy to focus on the bad in your life, and 

focus on all that you can’t do – well this is  
a great way to focus on the future and all  

that is possible.” 
 

Scott Eidsvoog
Active Fund

“Turns & Berms was [...] one of the most 
significant experiences I have had in the last 

year [...]  I felt so supported by everyone there, 
and I was able to ask any and all questions 
to my SCI peers. As soon as I got home, I 
signed up for as many adaptive mountain 

biking sessions as I could find. I can’t wait to 
make sports the main focus of my life again!” 

Ryan Barbee 
Turns & Berms

“I have done many sports, however nothing 
beats being able to go out on hikes and 

interact with nature. Having a chair that can 
take the terrain will be an absolute joy.” 

Garrison Redd
Active Fund

“I’m so excited to finally get my own rugby 
chair that actually fits me! Not only that but 
also excited to be able to pass on my loaner 
chair to another new player to keep growing 

our team!” 

Leduar Rivera
Active Fund

“I am grateful for the grant as it will help me 
purchase a sports chair that is tailored to my 

stature and level of injury. I will most certainly 
be a more competitive athlete as I grow in 

the sport of wheelchair basketball.” 

Daronte Rollins
Active Fund



TRIUMPH WHEELCHAIR SPORTS FEST
The KBF sponsored the Triumph Foundation’s largest annual event, 
which orients over 200 Southern Californians with disabilities into the 
world of adaptive sports. 

THE ACTIVE PROJECT:
STARTING JOURNEYS

Most people who suffer spinal cord injuries leave rehab without any introduction to 
adaptive sports or what’s life can look like after an injury. The KBF aims to change that 
with a digital platform called the Active Project. Launched in December 2022, the Active 
Project is the “digital home of adaptive recreation,” offering a comprehensive toolkit for 
leading an active life with a disability.

In 2023, we registered almost 2,000 users, added new features and resources, and shared 
the platform across the country through support groups, expos, and other initiatives. 
These efforts were recognized and bolstered by a grant awarded from the Christopher & 
Dana Reeve Foundation to develop a landmark program implementing the Active Project 
in hospitals and other early engagement opportunities.

One of the only places to find in-depth 
information about equipment options.

The Active Project hosts the largest database of adaptive sports organizations and adaptive athletes.

SCHOLARSHIPS & EVENTS:
EMPOWERING EXPERIENCES

ABILITIES EXPOS
The KBF exhibited at five Abilities Expos in 2023. These traveling 
expos provided the opportunity to have direct conversations 
with over 5,000 individuals in the disability community, sharing 
information about KBF resources, sports opportunities, and more.

UTAH MONOSKI DAY 

21 athletes gathered at Park City Mountain in 
Utah for a ski day organized by the Kelly Brush 
Foundation and the National Abilities Center.

STOWE MONOSKI DAY 

22 skiers gathered at Stowe Mountain Resort in Vermont
for an annual ski day hosted by Green Mountain Adaptive 
and sponsored by the KBF for the past several years.

SHEPHERD ADAPTIVE SPORT DAYS 

20 participants gathered in Tennessee and North Carolina for 
all-day orientations on rocking climbing and mountain biking in 
partnership with Shepherd Hospital.

AOEC WHEEL TOGETHER RETREAT 

The KBF sponsored a retreat at the Adaptive Outdoor Education 
Center in Carrabassett Valley, ME. This retreat supported 
15 people with SCI to focus on recreation, empowerment, 
community, and fun in the beautiful nature of Maine.

COMMUNITY SPORTS EVENTS

SKI SPECTACULAR 

The KBF provided scholarships for 5 athletes to attend the
Hartford Ski Spectacular in Breckenridge, CO for a week of 
snowsport instruction and apres community activities to 
build ski skills and confidence with athletes and snowsport 
organizations from around the world.

Total Scholarships: 68
Active Fund: 54
Ski Spectacular: 5
Other: 9

User profiles offer athletes a way to learn 
and network with peers in recreation.

Discover • Learn • Connect

ACTIVE 
PROJECT



CAMPS:
FOSTERING GROWTH

KBF/VERMONT ADAPTIVE  
SKI CAMP 

The KBF’s first-ever ski camp offered fantastic energy, lots of laughs, 
and a world-class group of participants and instructors. Through a 
partnership with Vermont Adaptive Ski & Sports, ten lucky participants 
left tracks all over Sugarbush’s Mt. Ellen, meet new friends and 
reconnect with old ones, and even test out their ski racing skills.

KBF/OAS TURNS & BERMS 

Through a partnership between Oregon Adaptive Sports (OAS)
and the Kelly Brush Foundation, participants got to lay down 
fresh turns all over Mt Bachelor in the morning and then schralp 
some berms in the afternoon on Bend’s mountain bike trails.

KBF/CRAIG/TAS TRAC CAMP 

The KBF teamed up with Craig Hospital and Teton Adaptive Sports
for the 3rd annual TRAC (Teen Rehabilitation At Craig) Camp. The 
event offered a week of adaptive sports and community building to 
seven teens learning to live with spinal cord injuries. By encouraging 
each camper to bring a friend or a sibling, the program helps build 
friendships, foster independence, and provide mentorship at a pivotal 
point in each kid’s life.

KBF MTB Camp 

10 participants joined the KBF in Vermont’s Northeast Kingdom 
for three days of mountain bike skill development and 
camaraderie. The first two days took place at Kingdom Trails, 
where riders learned the basics of mountain biking and worked 
on skill progression. On day three, everyone headed to Burke 
Mountain’s Bike Park for a private downhill aMTB session as 
culmination of the amazing progression by all participants.

ACTIVE FUND:
GRANTING INDEPENDENCE
In 2023, the KBF provided more equipment 
grants and scholarships than ever before, with 
over 300 awards. We also worked to diversify 
the sources of our applications and the sports we 
empowered through grants. This work resulted in 
new partnerships with vendors to support grantees 
through the application process, more resources 
available to hospitals and rehabs, and the most 
basketball chairs we have ever awarded (48).

REACHING NEW COMMUNITIES 
As part of our ongoing efforts to reach people 
underrepresented in our previous grant classes, we 
ran a targeted social media advertising campaign 
in Texas, a state receiving fewer grants per capita 
than expected. As a result, grants awarded in Texas 
grew 106% in 2023. These insights will help us 
reach more communities with all KBF programs.

AWARDS STATS
Equipment grants: 

264 grants | $912,790
Equipment scholarships: 

54 scholarships | $27,100

EQUIPMENT GRANTS
BY CYCLE

Spring -  $488,935.83
Fall - $428,854.98

GRANTS IN 47 STATES

BREAKDOWN OF 
GRANTS
Road handcycles remain extremely 
popular (47 granted this year, a new 
record), but lost their place as most 
requested for the first time ever. 
Basketball chairs took the 1st place crown 
with 49 awards, and offroad handcycles 
tied for 2nd at 47. Grants also went to 
support unique equipment like adaptive 
surfboards and a fishing rod designed for 
anglers with limited hand function.
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MEETING THE GROWING 
NEED IN SKI RACING SAFETY

In 2023, the KBF provided $100,000 to help 26 
ski racing clubs keep over 10,000 racers safer on 
course through the purchase of safety equipment.

•  A big congratulations to the 26 clubs that 
were selected to receive funding for safety 
equipment as part of the 2023 KBF Ski Racing 
Safety Equipment Grant program. This year we 
had requests to help support over $800,000 in 
safety initiatives from b-net to trail widening. 

•  Thanks to our volunteer Grant Review Committee 
for the hours of time they each spent reviewing 
every application and their careful and caring 
discussion. Their commitment to keeping ski 
racers safe makes it possible (and fun!!).

Come say hello to our team every year 
at World Cup weekend in Killington.

KBF OUT IN THE WORLD

SEE THESE ARTICLES & VIDEOS
AT IMPACT.KBF.ORG

Anna Heliskis Alaska Turns & Berms Recap



2ND ANNUAL
BAY AREA RIDE
Our newest event, the Kelly Brush Ride: 
Bay Area had 74 riders in its second year and 
continues to rapidly grow! We will be working 
to expand this Ride in the coming years and 
look forward to what the future holds.

STATS
8 Teams | 74 Cyclists | 12 Handcyclists
Total Raised $27,879
Top Team: Creemees for Mo - $5,700 

STATS
74 teams

920 participants
219 remote riders
5,394 donations
51 handcyclists

Top Teams: 
Team Midd ‘80s     $116,671
Team KBF      $115,090
Green Mountain Valley School    $56,707
Team Allie B      $50,587
Team Brush      $46,128
Ryan’s Team of Stand Up Individuals   $34,802
Craig Hospital Northeast    $25,374
Ride For Mo      $18,613
Power Cycling Ann Arbor    $17,865
Rolling Pants      $17,199

Top Individuals: 
Edie Perkins    $78,395
Charlie Brush    $31,581
Kelly Brush    $22,242
Allie Bianchi    $16,002
Ryan Manning    $14,204
Mason Wells    $13,276
Jim Speltz    $12,502
Mary Brush    $11,866
Ham Hackney    $10,806
Zeke Davisson    $9,997

InspireA Night to

NIGHT TO INSPIRE 
EVENTS
This year’s Night to Inspire events were 
fabulous evenings filled with supporters, 
grant recipients, speakers, live music, 
cocktails, and more! Thank you to all 
attendees, sponsors, and donors for 
making these nights so incredible. 

Boston: March | Artists for Humanity
$300,000 raised

Bay Area: October | Olympic Club
$148,000 raised

LOCAL ENGAGEMENT 
EVENTS
Park City
74 supporters gathered at the home of 
Aaron Gershenberg to learn about the KBF 
and meet our team. 

Vail
Thanks to Ann and Tom McGonagle for 
hosting the KBF at their home in Colorado. 
It was fantastic to see so many new faces 
and old friends.

18TH ANNUAL
KELLY BRUSH RIDE
Another incredible ride in the books, and an 
incredible $1,201,255 raised from our 920 riders 
and 5,300+ supporters. Thanks to every rider, donor, 
volunteer, and sponsor for helping us reach a new 
fundraising record at the Kelly Brush Ride!

Team Allie B & Ryan’s Team of Stand Up 
Individuals both returned again this year as two of 
the fastest-growing teams at the Kelly Brush Ride. 
Allie & Ryan each sustained injuries in 2022, and 
have rallied their friends and family around the KBF 
mission. Allie & Ryan were both able to ride with 
their teams for the first time, and their teams raised 
$50,502 and $34,776 respectively!

Interested in hosting an engagement 
event at your home, social club, or 
other venue? Reach out to our Chief 
Development Officer, Todd, at 
todd@kellybrushfoundation.org to learn 
more. It’s a fantastic way to share our 
mission with your network and build the 
KBF in your community!
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Menard Giving Fund
The Michael & Lucy Foundation
Sarah Millett
The Sandra & John Mills Fund
Marc & Julie Mishkin
Kate Mitchell
Jeff Moeckel
J.A. Morrissey, Inc.
Stacey Morrissey
Loon Mountain
Joe Mulligan
Lisa Myers
Bill Neuberger
Brad Nichols
Simone Nixon
Dan O’Connor
Mara O’Day
Paul O’Donnell
Gilbert Ohls
Jon Old
Stephanie Olmo
Chuck Olson
Brendan O’Reilly
Ourmont Fund
Charles & Cheryl Owens

Benjamin Parsons
Scott Paton
Wing Pepper
Mary Petersen
Kurt & Heidi Peterson
Elizabeth Piemonte
Richard Pierce
Rich Pollner
Jason & Anne Marie Portnoy
Todd Presson
Kyle Printer
Paul Quinlan
Ross Rackliff
Randy Randleman
Jenny Reilly
Eugene Richards
Scott Robertson
Terrence Ronan
Ilke Sappo
Jessie Schilling
Maria Schmidt
William Schmidt
Marilyn Schutz
Schwab Charitable Fund
Peter Scott
David Scully
Melanie Seely
Tim & Sue Sette-Ducati
Kevin Ray & Lee Sevison
Jon & Carole Shanser

Taruna Sharma
Isabel M Shattuck
Dan & Mari (Nakachi) Simkowitz
Gretchen Simpson
The Skinner Family
Jonathan Slater
Douglas & Phyllis Smith
Julia Smith
Malbert Smith
Chris & Liz Snyder
Pamela Snyder
Thomas Soens
David Spannaus
Specialized Bicycle Components
Larry Stabler
State Street Foundation, Inc.
Hunt Stookey
Jim Stover
Brooke Strawn
Gregory Sutton
Greg Swedelson
Gregory Sweet
Nicole Szafranski
Timothy Taussig
Ripley Thomas
Traci Thomas
Paul Thomson
Shane Thrailkill
Georgene Tozzi
Andi Traynor

Elizabeth Trippe
Bob Trudeau
Brian Tyler
Elizabeth Useem
Vermont Agency Foundation
Myra von Turkovich
Polly Wakeman
Michael Warren
Tim Watson
Jeffrey Weaver
Richard Weir
Betsy Weischedel
Ellyn Weisel
Kevin Weiss
Peter Welsh
Lauren Wendel
Mary Wendell
Carol White
Gayle White
Marie Wickham
Robert Wong
Kathy Wood
Woodworth Giving Fund
Kelton Wright
Yield Giving Open Call Fund
Aram Zadow
Marko Zatylny
Chason Ziino

STAFF
Edie Perkins, Executive Director 
Bruce Downes, Sr. Director Marketing & Digital Programs
Greg Durso, Sr. Director of Programs
Todd Munn, Chief Development Officer
Sarah Davis, Marketing Manager
Amy Rixon, Program Manager
Jessica Shook, Admin and Events Manager
Matt Tilford, Community Engagement Manager
Natalie Straw, Intern

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Tina Helzer
Susan LaMaster 
Margaret Reynolds
Ian Sanderson 
Etsukazu Taniguchi
Erin Tunnicliffe

David Sabow, President 
Grace (Gay) Macomber Bird
John Brantley
Charlie Brush 
Kelly Brush Davisson
Mary Brush 
Zeke Davisson



3 Main Street, Suite 105
Burlington, Vermont 05401

T. 802 846 5298
www.kbf.org

Kelly Brush Foundation
@kellybrushfdn 

Thank you for empowering our work.

Organized in the State of Vermont as 
The Kelly S. Brush Foundation, Inc. 

Tax ID #20-4560423


